
Joe Cecil Wright
September 7, 1942 - May 5, 2016

Mr. Joe Cecil Wright, age 73, of Douglas passed away Thursday morning, May 5, 2016, at
his residence following an extended illness. He was born September 7, 1942 to the late
Cecil “J. C.” Wright and the late Mattie Nipper Wright. Mr. Wright grew up in Douglas on
South Daughtery Avenue playing with all his close cousin’s. He was born sixteen years
after his sister, growing up with almost two mothers. At an early age, Mr. Wright went to
work at Coffee County Millworks where he developed a love of carpentry. Later, Mr. Wright
followed in his dad’s footsteps as a police officer . He was a member of the first graduating
Criminal Justice class at South Georgia College. He then became the first motorcycle Cop
for Douglas. Although he was a policeman for a short time, he always maintained an
interest in the law. After working as a police officer, Mr. Wright went to work for Lewis
Brother’s Construction Company, which later became Tall T, gaining a greater knowledge
of construction. In 1974, he married Maudine M. Wright and came to her family business,
Douglas Electric, with knowledge of heating and air, as well as plumbing. Mr. Wright
always kept up with the latest technology and helped to expand Douglas Electric into a
successful business. Joe and Maudine also traveled to numerous foreign countries,
developing a love for learning about foreign cultures. Recently Mr. Wright found a love for
traveling around the surrounding states competing in BBQ competitions where he won
numerous awards. Survivors include, His Wife: Maudine Purvis Wright of Douglas, GA,
Daughters, Cindy M. Johnson of Douglas, GA , and Dr. Beckey Malphus, DVM of
Thomasville, GA, Son, Chris D. Malphus of Willacoochee, GA, One Sister, Lorene (Tintz)
Wright, one nephew, Rusty Wright, a special cousin, Gerald (Pud) & Shirley Wright,
Grandchildren, Jennifer (Chad) Shrouder, Jordan L. Johnson, Jacob L. Johnson, Kayla A.
Malphus, Ashlyn A. Malphus, and Kate A. Malphus, all of Douglas, Ga., One great-
grandchild, Jayla E.Shrouder. Special friends (like a brother) Cecil (Bobbi) Carr and
special caregivers Chad (Jennifer) Shrouder, Cindy M. Johnson, Edward (Sylvia) Cannon,
Linon Tomblin, and Danny Carter. Funeral Services were held Saturday, May 7, 2016, at
11:00 A. M., at the West Ward Street Church of God, with Rev. Kenyon Fennell and Rev.
Hilton Martin officiating. Dr. Beckey E. Malphus presented Special Memories, and Jennifer
J. Shrouder delivered a special reading. Dr. Jamey L. Shrouder, MD, the Soloist, and Judy
Foskey, the Pianist, presented “ The Lighthouse” , The Soloist, Kate Malphus delivereda



special song, “I Will Rise”, with CD Music. During the “Pre-Lude” a slide show and Eulogy
were presented by Dr. Beckey E. Malphus and Ashlyn Malphus. The Interment followed in
the Hebron Church Cemetery, with Dr. Jamey L. Shrouder, M.D., Soloist, sang a Special
Song, “What A Day”, and a closing Prayer was given by Danny Carter. Active Pallbearers
were: Charlie Nipper, Kenny Paulk, Justin Roberts, Tim Stinson, David Purvis, Wendell
Smith, Jackie Flanigan, Jr., Lee Hilliard, Danny Carter and Will McLain. Honorary
Pallbearers were: Craig Walker, Jackie Wilson, Donald Pate, Rose & Ronnie Pope, Col.
Donnie & Kathy Courson, Eunice Stewart, Ronnie & Janice Lewis, Burton Carter, Linon
Tomblin, Larry McQueen, Stanley Evans, Fred Paulk, Jerry & Kay Lott, Mitch Lewis,
Edward & Sylvia Cannon, Mark Dill, Ron Lewis, Bill & Pat Joyner, Gerald Rigdon, Larry &
Juanice Harper, James Barber, John Barber, Wayne Barber, David Lott, Francis Lott, &
friends in the GA/FL BBQ Circuit. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Citizens
Christian Academy P. O. Box 1064 Douglas, GA 31534, or South Georgia State College
Foundation 100 College Drive Douglas, GA 31533, or Southview Church of God, 1905
Willacoochee Highway, Douglas, GA. Ricketson Funeral Home was in charge of the
Arrangements.



Cemetery

Hebron Cemetery
1648 Hebron Church Road 

 Willacoochee, GA, 31650

Events

MAY 
 6

Visitation 06:00PM - 08:00PM

West Ward Street Church of God
 700 West Ward Street, Douglas, GA, US, 31533

  
 

MAY 
 7

Funeral Service 11:00AM

West Ward Street Church of God
 700 West Ward Street, Douglas, GA, US, 31533

  
 



Comments

Maudine & Family: We were saddened to learn of Joe's passing. He had a rough
year but is at peace now. Sorry we were unable to attend the services. May the
happy memories of the good times all of you shared be of some peace and comfort
during this difficult time. Thoughts and prayers are with all of you. 

  
Pat & Bill Joyner 

 Darien, GA
 
Pat & Bill Joyner - May 10, 2016 at 01:48 PM

We are so saddened about Mr. Joe's passing. Our sympathies and prayers are with
you all! Love Jeff & Walda Kight

 
Walda Kight - May 07, 2016 at 11:10 AM

Deborah Boyd lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
deborah boyd - May 06, 2016 at 08:09 PM

Miriam Vickers Holland lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
Miriam Vickers Holland - May 06, 2016 at 11:27 AM

“

“

“

“



Mr. Joe was one of the first pitmasters we met in the GBA. He was so nice to us. He
was a BBQ family member. Condolences to his family from Doug & JoAnn Johnson -
Smokin J's BBQ

 
JoAnn Johnson - May 06, 2016 at 10:20 AM

David Rawson and family purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Joe
Cecil Wright.

 
David Rawson and family - May 06, 2016 at 09:58 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joe Cecil Wright.

 
May 06, 2016 at 09:25 AM

Jo Ann And Russell Metts lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
Jo Ann and Russell Metts - May 06, 2016 at 07:30 AM

“

“

“

“

http://www.ricketsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444
http://www.ricketsonfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407


Stump and I send prayer for Mr.Joes Family ..He will sadly be missed on the BBQ
trail. 

 Stump and Tab (MamaStump) McDowell
 
stump and Mamastump McDowell - May 05, 2016 at 11:33 PM

Angie Carver And Family lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
Angie Carver and family - May 05, 2016 at 11:06 PM

Donald Pate lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
Donald Pate - May 05, 2016 at 09:49 PM

“

“

“



June Waldron lit a candle in memory of Joe Cecil Wright

 
June Waldron - May 05, 2016 at 08:23 PM

So sorry Maudine! Only heard about Joe's death tonight. Prayers and hugs for you.

Linda M. Stapleton - May 07, 2016 at 10:27 PM

Maudine just learned of Joe's passing. I'm so very sorry.
 

My thoughts are with you.

sandy moody - May 09, 2016 at 09:26 PM

“

“
“


